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City-Wide
Garage Sale

May 4-7
Thursday to
Sunday
No permit

needed
Is Your Pet Licensed?
All dogs and cats over 6 months of age must be licensed annually and immunized against rabies. For more
information, call City Hall, 913-722-2600

"Fun Fitness Saturdays in R Park" These activities will be held on the LAST Saturdays of the month during
June, July, August and September this year, from 9-10 a.m. People of all ages and all fitness levels are welcome to join in
these entertaining community wellness activities together in R Park, located at 5535 Juniper.
Activities scheduled for the LAST Saturdays of the month are:
June - Yoga - Separate instructors and practices for children and adults
July- "Soccer Croquet" – Kick your way through a game of croquet
August - "Diamond Challenge" – Nerfball with a unique fitness challenge at each base
September – To be announced
"Fun Fitness Saturdays in R Park" is organized by Citizens Fundraising Initiative for R Park. The July and August activities
will be co-led by i9Sports of Johnson County. A $5 donation is suggested from each participant which will go toward building
a community picnic shelter in R Park. Shade is a critical need in R Park since 40 mature trees had to be removed due to
Emerald Ash Borer disease.
Bring your friends, yourselves, your family and your neighbors to have some healthy fun together in R Park the LAST Saturdays of the months of June, July, August and September, starting at 9:00 a.m. No raindates are planned. We're hoping for
wonderful weather for a wonderful time together.

Public Works Update
Sometimes you might wonder what those Public Works guys do in the winter months? Well, you might have
noticed the maintenance that has been performed in all our Parks to prepare them for the Spring. We have
been out and about re-mulching, trimming plants, and removing weeds from our parks, islands, and other
green spaces around the City. One of our larger projects has been at the City Aquatic Center where we
have removed all the vegetation and re-landscaped the entire from entryway. We hope you and your family
enjoy our hard work as you get out and start enjoying the parks and aquatic center this coming Spring and
Summer!
2020 Roe Blvd. Reconstruction - Public Meeting #1

2017 Street Maintenance Program

On March 22nd the City held the first Public
Meeting for our 2020 Roe Boulevard. We
asked attendees to answer several questions about Roe Boulevard as it relates to
our community, pedestrian safety, driving
experience and more. If you did not attend
the meeting, you have nothing to worry
about! You may participate in the discussion by going to http://roeblvd.digicate.com/ Design for the
Roe Blvd. Project will take place over the next 18 months.
This was the first of three meetings for the Roe Boulevard
Project.

The City has identified which streets will receive
surface treatment for 2017. This year’s approach for surface treatment will cover 11% of
our street network which equates to over 4 miles
of improvements. Thank you for your patience as
we work our way through the city. The Public
Works Department has also identified which
streets they will be working on in 2017. Their work will consist of
preparing the streets will get in-house prep treatment in 2017.
Please see the map on the last page of this newsletter for the
streets which will receive contractor street maintenance and Public Works street preparation.

Redevelopment in Roeland Park
As most of you have probably noticed, a considerable amount of infill and redevelopment is occurring
across the community. This redevelopment trend began in the fall of last year and has only gained momentum and scope throughout this mild winter and approaching spring. It is my understanding from those
in the industry that similar types of redevelopment have occurred in surrounding communities so its extension into Roeland
Park is logical for those active in the local market.
- There are currently 8 new Single Family Homes under construction and a number of others in various stages of planning
- Remodel to Walmart has started
- Plan review is nearing completion for the Commerce Bank and the Hospital
- Multiple remodels are ongoing throughout the community
Sidewalk Weeds—Chapter VIII, Article 9 of Roeland Park’s City Code states that the responsibility for
maintaining sidewalks and removing any weeds or grass growing between cracks in the pavement lies
with the owner or resident of the property adjacent to the sidewalk. Please take steps to remove any
growth as spring approaches. Looking for ways to remove pesky weeds in a way the environmentally
friendly? Try spraying vinegar on newly sprouted weeds or pouring baking soda into sidewalk cracks.
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THANK YOU
R PARK DONORS!
INDIVIDUALS
Jim Haley
Susan Sanders
Carol Fields
Elizabeth & Mike Kelly
Jorj Long
Kevin White
Laura Yankoviz
Teresa & Aaron Johnson
BUSINESSES
Amelia’s Bloomers
Avelluto’s Italian Delight
Dr. Ryan Nadolski, Health Source Sport & Spine
Northwood Liquor
Rimann Liquors
Rowe Ridge Vineyard & Winery
White Tail Run Winery & Vineyard
Aubrey Vineyards
Holy Field Vineyard & Winery
Wyldewood Cellars Winery
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Sweet Ideas
Jeremy Martin’s Cello and Fellows
Houlihan’s, Fairway
Middle Creek Winery
KC Wine Company

Council Actions ~ December to February
December 19th
APPROVED
Diversity Proclamation
Johnson County Parks and Rec Agreement for Operating the Community Center
Ad-Hoc Development Committee Renewal
Roe Blvd Funding Committee for KDOT Funds

January 17th
APPROVED
Renewal of Code Enforcement Services Agreement with Westwood
Hills
Renewal of IT Services with Johnson County

February 20th
APPROVED
Employee Recognition Program
Proclamation-Safe Haven for Newborns’ Day 2017
Alignment of Multipurpose Trail at Nall Park
Extending the Term of the Agreement with JCPRD for Aquatic Center
R Park Masterplan

Agendas, packets and minutes for all City Council and Workshop meetings are available at www.roelandpark.net. The public
is welcome to attend city meetings. If you need accommodations, please contact the City Clerk at 913-722-2600 (Kansas
Relay Service 1-800-766-3777). Please give 48 hours' notice.

BUILDING PERMITS AND WHAT’S REQUIRED
As the spring construction season approaches, here is some info you’ll need when you apply for your permit. If you have
questions concerning your project, please contact John Jacobson at 913-722-2600 or email at jjacobson@roelandpark.org
Sheds/Garages
·Sheds 100 square feet or more require a permit.
·Provide a Site plan/ drawing of your garage showing size a list of materials used and a footing detail.
·You will be required to call for footing, framing, and electrical inspections (if applicable), and a final inspection.
NOTE: The City of Roeland Park Zoning Regulations prohibits the construction of more than one detached garage
or carport and one accessory building used for storage.
Sprinkler Systems
·You will be required to have the backflow preventer tested after installation and submit a copy of the report.
·No portion of the sprinkler system in the city right-of-way.
Decks
·Submit a completed permit application including a copy of your plot plan .
·Submit a drawing of your deck, please include construction details that showing a list of materials, size & spacing of
framing members used and a footing detail.
·Certain restrictions may apply if you live on a corner lot.
·You will be required to call for a footing, framing and final inspection.
Driveways
Residential driveway additions may be subject to review and approval by the City of Roeland Park.
(article continued on page 6)
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From the Desk of the Mayor—
To be happy and healthy -that’s what I think we are all going for.
The governing body is focused on creating a healthy place where we are active, comfortable and
integrated, where we can grow, and for many of us, grow old. Some say we are “starter homes”.
I, like many, say we provide appropriately-sized homes with good density for healthy neighborhoods. A great community is also safe and “walkable”, and a solid network of sidewalks is only a
start. Other things which play a role in great communities are quality commercial developments
with usable retail and restaurants, quality parks, connected neighbors and a strong balance of
ethnic diversity (which I believe we need more of).
Our City was recently awarded the Community for All Ages Silver Award (http://www.marc.org/
Community/KC-Communities-for-All-Ages/Initiatives/Communities-for-All-Ages-RecognitionProgram-citie.html). This effort, led by Councilwoman Teresa Kelly, the Sustainability Committee and our City Staff, focused on awareness and assessment of how we meet and hopefully
exceed the needs of the young to the elderly in Roeland Park (See Community for All Ages
Tool Kit and Idea Book). Part of that is considering Universal Design when improving our parks.
With that in mind, we just passed a revised and more realistic Master Plan for R Park which
allows us to incrementally build a better park. We have an amazing group of volunteers currently raising and giving money for new amenities, such as a new shelter, now planned for the middle of the park. Beyond that
we also upgraded the Nall Park restrooms, shelter and play equipment, and are scheduled to have a new hike/bike trail
soon. We have also had a few volunteer days at which many citizens participated in cleaning up the park and generally helping clear the path for the new trail. Thank you!
In addition, our planning for the 2020 Roe Boulevard Project is now underway. We will be looking for community input on
important design elements to consider. Pedestrian crossings on Roe will be important to keep our city connected, and we will
surely be discussing gateway designs, traffic signals and bike paths among many other things. Please plan on participating
in the community input sessions coming soon. Upcoming meetings with be announced on the website and social media.
Roeland Park also is fortunate to have a wide range of existing retail amenities to
walk to, especially with our three larger stores, Price Chopper, Lowes and Walmart.
While we have good small restaurants, banks and similar amenities, the Governing
Body is looking to expand on that with our Roe and Johnson and Old Pool Site developments. For the latter we are planning for quality restaurants and retail besides a hotel and aerial ropes or adventure course provider. At NE Roe and Johnson,
restaurant/retail is currently sought on a first floor and possibly offices on the second.
We are encouraging new amenities which provide a fuller range of activities for the citizens of Roeland Park, while being part
of a city gateway experience and providing some additional city revenue.
For our residential areas, the Governing Body recently allowed larger front porches to be built onto the front setbacks of residential lots. Front porches encourage sitting outside and meeting our neighbors as they take a stroll around the block, and
maybe make it more fun for us all to take a few more walks around the block.
While we are the youngest city, on average, in Johnson County, we are not as ethnically diverse as I would like. I believe a
stronger balance and its cultural richness will create a more family-like environment. Homogenous zoning of the past is
largely responsible for this, besides excluding some basic “walkable” amenities. There is not much allowed in residential
neighborhoods other than primarily houses, churches, schools and parks. In great integrated communities elsewhere around
the world, in addition to pocket parks, there are corner tea shops or similar gathering spaces on each block where people
can stop on their walks to sit down. These are places where you can grab a drink and/or a snack and meet your neighbors.
These types of spaces create a wider sense of belonging through connections, and provide added security through “casual
surveillance.”
(continued on next page)
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From the Desk of the Mayor (continued from page 4)
You may have noticed the fairly new “Neighborhood Watch – We look out for each other” signs. Our Police Chief Morris has
reinvigorated a group of citizens around the community to help in this area. I believe it has great potential to be more if leaders will be part of individual block parties and other events. Neighborhoods are further reinforced by online relationships and
help through platforms such as “Nextdoor” where people share great ideas, from where to find a baby sitters or a plumber, to
safety considerations and what is happening at City Hall.
While it is not my intent to double housing values, I do believe our efforts and a regional trend are making prices go up rapidly. City Staff, the Police, Public Works and the Governing Body are all doing what we can to create a great community for all.
I encourage you to get involved in our great little city at whatever level you can to help us be even better, such as organize a
block party, helping on the Events Committee, adding a front porch or just taking a few more walks around the
block.
Cheers to our healthy, growing little community. I look forward to seeing you on a walk!

John Morris / Chief of Police
I wanted to pass along some information concerning some of the services provided by the Roeland Park Police
Department to our community. We are always available to assist you with any questions so please do not hesitate
to contact us at (913) 677-3363 or drop by to see us. Here are some of our highlighted services:
Neighborhood Crime Watch – We have several “Block Captains” who assist us in dissemination of safety and
crime information to our citizens through networking and social media outlets. Communication between the police
department and the community is paramount for crime prevention. We need your help.
Prescription Drug Disposal – We take your old prescription drugs for proper disposal in our drop box located on the first
floor of City Hall.
House Watch Program – Our officers check your home while you are away on vacation. We also offer a free home security
analysis.
Gun Safety – We offer free gun safety locks to secure your firearms.
Traffic Safety Sign – Our traffic enforcement detection sign can assist those known problem areas for targeted speeding
vehicle complaints. Traffic safety is one of our top priorities, especially in construction and school zones. Please slow
down.

Let's Talk Trash…
Trash and recycling bin shielding, that is. The City Council has been discussing new regulations for shielding trash and recycling
bins in the City. The new regulations will allow residents to place their bins in their backyards behind the house without a shield.
However, if not stored in the back yard behind the house or garage, the containers cannot be visible from the street(s) fronting
the house. For homes on corner lots, this means the bin cannot be visible from the street to the side or front of the home. Any
shield must be large enough to cover the bins so they are not visible to someone on the street. Below are examples of acceptable versus unacceptable shields.

Acceptable
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Acceptable

Acceptable

Unacceptable

Unacceptable

Unacceptable

UPCOMING EVENTS
April 1 to April 30, Trudy Nepstad, Art Exhibit at City Hall
April 15, Easter Egg Hunt, 11 am, Nall Park
April 29, Arbor Day Celebration , 11 am at R Park
May 1 to May 31, Senior Arts Council of MO Art Exhibit at City Hall
May 4, Bike, Walk & Roll to School Day, Roesland Elementary School
May 12, Senior Arts Council of MO Reception, City Hall, 6 pm to 8 pm
May 4-7, City-Wide Garage Sale
June 3, Soccer Clinic 9-10:30 am, R Park
June 10, Parrrty in R Park, Kids’ Treasure Chest 11am-1pm, Amusement for All 1pm to 6pm, R Park

In Memory of...
Michael E. Shartzer passed away on January 23, 2017. Mike lived in Roeland Park all but six years of his life. He served
as Councilman for Ward 4 for six years and as Mayor of Roeland Park for eight years. Mike believed the city’s first obligation
was services for its citizens.

John Patrick (JP) Hildebrand passed away on February 27, 2017. JP had a long and successful career in education and
an equally successful career in insurance and finance. He was a world traveler. JP was committed to the Roeland Park community, serving as a community organizer and City Council Member for many years.

Bike, Walk & Roll to School Day May 4th
The City of Roeland Park is happy to participate in Bike, Walk & Roll to School Day on
Thursday, May 4 at Roesland Elementary School during National Bike to School Week.
In preparation for the event, BikeWalkKC led Bicycle Lesson and Safety Training (BLAST) for students during PE classes at
the school last fall. This spring, fourth and fifth graders will learn about bicycle safety and maintenance as part of the Earn-aBike program. At the end of the program, the students will share what they learned with parents and earn their own bike.
In addition, the University of North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center will lead a workshop April 26-28 to identify “hot
spots” along routes children and families likely take to all schools within Roeland Park. The workshop will identify the barriers faced walking or biking safely to school. The Safe School Zone Workshop is funded by Safe Kids Worldwide through the
Johnson County Safe Kids Coalition.
The City of Roeland Park, the Shawnee Mission School District, Johnson County, BikeWalkKC and Caring for Kids partner
Old Mission United Methodist Church are collaborating to plan the events and enlist volunteers to help students at crosswalks during Bike, Walk & Stroll to School Day on Thursday, May 4. If you have interest in volunteering, please contact
Roesland PTA President Starr Aaron, susanstarr@gmail.com.
BUILDING PERMITS AND WHAT’S REQUIRED (continued from page 3)
Residential Building Additions or Attached Garage or Carport
·Submit a completed permit application along with a copy of your plot plan on which
you’ve indicated the proposed location of the addition.
·Provide a drawing of your addition showing construction details that include, size and
spacing of stud members, a list of materials used and a footing detail. Please include any
electrical, mechanical and/or plumbing drawing as applicable.
Accessory Structures Setbacks
·Minimum setback requirements apply to all accessory structures.
·Certain restrictions may apply if you live on a corner lot.
·All detached structures must be at least 10’ from a residential structure on adjacent property.
·Must be at least 1/3 of its height from any side or rear property line.
·No accessory structure shall be built or placed upon a utility easement.
NOTE: The City of Roeland Park Zoning Regulations prohibit accessory structures larger than 1200 square feet, or
250 sq ft per 3000 sq ft of lot in all districts zoned residential.
Right of Way Permit Please note that any Right of Way Permit i.e. street cuts, road bores, storage of spoil materials
within
the right of way, etc. require a ROW permit. These permits are approved through the office of the Director of Public
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Works. Contact him at (913) 722-5435 or email jleon@roelandpark.org

Roeland Park Community
Center
(913) 826-3160

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 8am-8pm
Friday: 8am-5pm

Fitness Room
Monday-Thursday: 7am-8pm
Friday: 7am-6pm
Saturday: 8am-12pm
Sunday: Closed

Room Rental Hours
Monday-Thursday: 8am-10pm
Friday-Saturday: 8am-10:30pm
Sunday: 11am-8pm

Roeland Park Aquatic Center
(913) 432-1377

Pool hours subject to change for
outdoor season

What do you do for fun?
Check out all these great perks, right in your own backyard!
Fitness Center - Memberships are done in 3, 6 or 12 month increments with
single memberships starting at just $37. Families can join for as little as $46 and
everyone can enjoy a day pass for just $4/day. Work near Roeland Park? Talk
to your employer about our NEW Fitness Room Corporate Memberships!
Rentals - Whether planning a meeting, birthday party, or wedding reception, a
variety of rooms are available for rent. Rental spaces can accommodate
anywhere from 40-125 people and are an exceptional value for Roeland Park
residents. Looking for outdoor space? Check out our gazebo!
New! Adult and Toddler Yoga (Ages 2-4), 9:00-10:00am:
New! Yoga for Kids (Ages 5-10), 10:15-11:15am:
Saturday, April 22nd, $15 per session. Adult & Toddler Yoga class fee is for one adult and one
child. Kick start your weekend with a healthy, fun yoga class. Breathing, poses, and flows are
taught in a playful way. The instructor will incorporate items such as props, books, songs, and art
activities to convey yoga concepts and poses for these age groups. Suitable for all ability levels.
New! Geocaching Spring Fling (All Ages):
Saturday, April 29th, 11:00am-1:00pm, $13 per person, $31 per family of four or less. Event takes
place at Nall Park. Geocache with JCPRD this spring! On this modern day scavenger hunt our
staff will loan and teach you how to use a GPS (Global Positioning Systems) device donated by Garmin
to find hidden caches filled with small prizes. After the hunt, join us at the shelter for hotdogs and
s’mores. Participants registered as a family will be loaned one GPS unit per family. Those registering as
individuals will be loaned one GPS unit. Please pre-register by 4/24.
Chapter Chat Book Club (50 Plus):
Thursday, May 4th, 1:00-2:00pm, $5 per person per catalog session,.Group meets place monthly
at Southridge Presbyterian . Extend your enjoyment of reading by engaging in lively book
discussions with your peers. Participants are responsible for providing their own books. Please come
prepared to discuss the following books, May “The Last Days of Night” - by Graham Moore; June
“Alexander Hamilton” - by Ron Chernow; July “Mrs. Houdini” - by Victoria Kelly; and for August “The
Beautiful Mystery: A Chief Inspector Gamache Novel” - by Louise Penny. Book club meets the first
Thursday of each month. New participants are welcome at any time.
Family Bingo Night (All Ages):
Friday, May 12th, 6:30-8:30pm, $8 per person, $27 per family of four or less This is a great
opportunity for the family to unplug and have fun together, just in time for Mother’s Day! We’ve added
twists and special treats to make the game more active, silly, and a family night to remember! Prizes
include gift bags and gift certificates. Hot dogs, macaroni & cheese, veggies, and a dessert will be served
at 6:30 pm followed by nine games of Bingo; each player receives two cards.
New! Margarita Bingo Party (50 Plus):
Thursday, June 15th, 5:00-7:30pm, $15 per person. Can’t get away to the beach this summer?
Don’t sweat it! The Roeland Park Community Center will transform into a tropical oasis! Sit back and
relax with new friends while we blend non-alcoholic margaritas and serve a taco dinner. Twelve games of
bingo will be played with fun, summer prizes awarded to the winners!

For more information, a complete list of all our available programs or to register for activities
please call (913) 826-3160 or visit us online at www.jcprd.com.

City of Roeland Park
4600 W 51st Street
Roeland Park, Kansas 66205

erinthompsonforrp@gmail.com
(913) 667-9159

